
 
The Wisconsin open meetings law requires that the Board, or Board Committee, only take action on subject matter that is noticed on their respective agendas.  Persons wishing to place items on the 
agenda should contact the District Office at 715-424-6701, at least seven working days prior to the meeting date for the item to be considered.  The item may be referred to the appropriate committee or 
placed on the Board agenda as determined by the Superintendent and/or Board president. 
 
With advance notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities by providing a sign language interpreter or other auxiliary aids, by calling 715-424-6701. 
 
School Board members may attend the above Committee meeting(s) for information gathering purposes.  If a quorum of Board members should appear at any of the Committee meetings, a regular 
School Board meeting may take place for purposes of gathering information on an item listed on one of the Committee agendas.  If such a meeting should occur, the date, time, and location of the 
Board meeting will be that of the particular Committee as listed on the Committee agenda. 

 

AGENDA 

 
Wisconsin Rapids Board of Education 

Educational Services Committee 
510 Peach Street · Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494 · (715) 424-6701 

 
Mary Rayome, Chairperson 

John Benbow, Jr. 
Katie Bielski-Medina 

Troy Bier 
Larry Davis 

Sandra Hett 
John Krings, President 

 
 
 
 
LOCATION: Board of Education, 510 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
             Conference Room A/B 
 
TIME:  6:00 p.m. 

 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

II. Public Comment 
 

III. Actionable Items 
 
A. Edgenuity Purchase 
B. Elementary Social Studies Acquisition 
C. Start College Now (SCN) and Early College Credit Program (ECCP) Applications 
D. Mystery Science 3 Year Purchase 
E. Wisconsin Rapids Public Schools and Wood County Head Start Agreement 
F. Additional Staff Proposal Using CARES Dollars 
 

IV. Updates 
 
A. Benchmark Books Data from Second Trimester 
B. Summary of ESSER/CARES Act Dollars Spent to Date 
C. Virtual Student Enrollment Updates 
D. Student Travel 
E. Four Day a Week Transition 
 

V. Consent Agenda Items 
 

VI. Future Agenda Items/Information Requests 
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I. Call to Order 

 
II. Public Comment 

 
III. Actionable Items 

 
A. Edgenuity Purchase 

 
Lincoln High School has been researching various online curriculum programs to 
address the needs of Wisconsin Rapids Public Schools (WRPS) summer school stu-
dents at the secondary level.  Lincoln High School Associate Principal, Steve Thayer, 
will be present to answer questions about Edgenuity.  Edgenuity offers standards-
aligned video-based curriculum for middle and high school blended learning 
environments.  The program addresses Credit Recovery as well as Core Curriculum.  
Attachment A outlines the proposed cost of purchasing Edgenuity for the 2021-
2022 school year, which includes professional development for staff as well as an 
integration with Canvas for a single sign on opportunity for students.  
 
The administration recommends approval of the purchase of Edgenuity for the 
2021-2022 school year with the total cost to be paid from Elementary and Second-
ary School Education Relief Fund (ESSER II). 
 

B. Elementary Social Studies Acquisition  
 

Jacob Bertagnoli, District Social Studies Department Chairperson, will share the K-5 
Social Studies materials acquisition proposal. 
 
The proposed acquisition will support the elementary social studies curriculum that 
was previously approved by the Board of Education.  The Social Studies Curriculum 
subcommittee spent a year examining materials and piloting several different 
resources before deciding on the materials they are bringing forth for approval.  
The District CII unanimously approved of the materials at their meeting in February 
2021.  Parents were invited to come in and examine the materials on March 5, 
2021.  Mr. Bertagnoli will provide the committee with the process the subcommittee 
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used to arrive at this recommendation.  Attachment B sets out the recommendation 
for the social studies elementary materials acquisition request. 

 
 The administration recommends approval of the proposed K-5 social studies 

acquisition not to exceed $98,000.00, to be purchased with WRPS ESSER II funds. 
 
C. Start College Now (SCN) and Early College Credit Program (ECCP) Applications 
 

There are three students applying to take 11 courses through the SCN program at 
Mid-State Technical College during the fall of 2021.  The chart below sets out the 
information about this request. 

 
Number of 
Students 

Grade 
Level 

Name of Course 

1 12 Adobe Visual Design 
1 12 Internet and Mobile 
1 12 Social Media Marketing 
1 12 Services Practices in Diesel Industry 
1 12 Intro to Electricity for Diesel Industry 
1 12 Fabrication Fundamentals I 
2 12 Fabrication Fundamentals II 
1 12 Nursing Assistant 
1 12 Welding Fundamentals I 
1 12 Welding Fundamentals II 
1 12 English Composition I 

 
There is one student applying to take one course through ECCP during the fall of 
2021.  The chart below sets out information about this request. 
 

Number of 
Students 

Grade 
Level 

Name of Course 

1 12 Business Statistics 
 

The administration recommends approval of the three applications to participate in 
the 11 requested courses at Mid-State Technical College through the Start College 
Now (SCN) program in the fall of the 2021-2022 school year. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the one application to participate in the 
one requested course at UW-Independent Learning through the early College Credit 
Program (ECCP) in the fall of the 2021-2022 school year. 

 
D. Mystery Science  

 
Mystery Science offers online science lessons that are super easy to use and have 
outstanding content.  Lessons on specific topics are designed for students in kin-
dergarten through fifth grade with the goal of developing a positive attitude toward 
science in the formative years that will (hopefully) last a lifetime.  Lesson material 
is aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards. 
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Many WRPS elementary teachers consistently used Mystery Science while teaching 
virtually during this past school year and have found the materials to be excellent 
and that they accurately align with the standards adopted by WRPS.  Attachment C 
provides a quote for a three-year online subscription to Mystery Science for all of 
our elementary teachers.  There is an approximate 46 percent savings over three 
years rather than purchasing the subscription on a yearly basis. 
 
The administration recommends the approval of a three-year program purchase of 
Mystery Science for a total cost of $22,729.00, to be paid from the Elementary and 
Secondary School Education Relief Fund (ESSER II). 

 
E. Wisconsin Rapids Public Schools and Wood County Head Start Agreement 

 
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) requires local educational 
agencies (LEAs) receiving Title I funds to develop agreements with Head Start and 
other early childhood providers to increase coordination.  This new federal require-
ment represents an important opportunity for better coordination between school 
districts and Head Start and other community-based early childhood education pro-
grams to provide higher-quality learning experiences and a more seamless 
transition to kindergarten.  
 
Attachment D is a copy of the Memorandum of Understanding between WRPS and 
Wood County Head Start. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the proposed Memorandum of  
Understanding between WRPS and Wood County Head Start as presented in 
Attachment D. 

 
F. Additional Staff Positions to Address Learning Loss 

 
District screeners that have been completed throughout the year have shown that 
there is definite evidence of learning loss for our students in varying degrees at all 
levels.  Ms. Filtz is requesting the following increase in staff in order to address 
some of the learning loss.  She will be present to explain the rationale for this 
increased staffing proposal, some of which would be funded through the federal 
stimulus dollars provided to Local Education Associations from the federal govern-
ment:  Moving seven Reading Interventionist positions from 182 day contracts to 
standard 190 day teaching contracts, 1.0 Elementary Reading Intervention, 1.0 
Elementary Math Intervention, 1.0 Secondary Math Teacher, 1.0 Secondary 
English/Language Arts position and a full time educational aide at the secondary 
level to work with the Lincoln High School (LHS) Reading Interventionists.  Attach-
ment E summarizes the proposed additions, rationale and cost. 
 
The administration recommends approval of the proposed increase in staffing to 
address learning loss. 
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IV. Updates 

 
A. Benchmark Books Data from Second Trimester 

 
Attachment F provides the data from End of Trimester II Benchmark Books.  In 
previous school years the District has not presented this data to the Board as it is 
only required for mid and end of year Department of Public Instruction reports.  
However, because of the unprecedented time for teaching and learning, Ms. Filtz 
will share the progress of our students at the end of Trimester II with the Board, 
knowing it will give a more accurate picture of where our students are performing in 
reading levels. 
 
 

B. Use of ESSER II and American Rescue Plan Act Dollars 
 
The district has allocated and spent nearly all of the funds received from the first 
installment of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, also known 
as the CARES Act.  Local Education Agencies (LEAs) have through September 30, 
2024 to use the latest round of educational stimulus dollars.  Ms. Filtz will share an 
outline of the District’s plan for using Elementary and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief Fund (ESSER II) dollars as well as present a view of how the district intends 
to spend the most recent American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) dollars.   

  
C. Virtual Student Enrollment Updates 
 

Ms. Filtz will provide an enrollment update of the off-campus/virtual programs.  
Attachment G provides the number of students enrolled as of March 26, 2021. 

 
D. Student Travel 

 
The Nashville Orchestra trip has been rescheduled for July 8 to July 11.  The itiner-
ary will change slightly but Ginger Marten is working closely with the travel agent to 
ensure our students get the best experience possible.  LHS students will still per-
form.  The cost will stay at the original cost of $892. There will be no additional cost 
to families.  One night at the hotel has been removed in order to cut down the cost 
that went up after the group size went down.  The previous cost was based on 55 
passengers; the group is now at 40. 

 
E. Four Day a Week Transition 

 
Ms. Filtz and Craig Broeren, Superintendent, will provide an update of the district’s 
move to four days a week in person education at the 6-12 level. 

  
V. Consent Agenda Items 

 
 Committee members will be asked to decide which items should be placed on the con-

sent agenda for the regular Board of Education meeting. 
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VI. Future Agenda Items/Information Requests 
 
Agenda items are determined by the Committee Chair after consultation with appropri-
ate administration depending upon other agenda items, presentation information, and 
agenda availability. 
 
Future agenda items/information requests include, but are not limited to: 

 
• Code of Conduct Updates (May)  
• Agenda Planners (May)  
• Elementary Math Acquisition (May) 
• Peer Review and Mentor Grant (May) 
• New Colleague/Mentor Handbook (May) 
• 2021-22 District Professional Development Plan (May) 
• Gaggle Therapy (May) 




























































